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1
GAS STRUT ROD SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The subject of the invention is related to multi-chamber,
temperature compensated pneumatic lift struts and, more par-
ticularly, to a temperature compensated pneumatic lift strut
having over-temperature protection.

BACKGROUND

Pneumatic lift struts (gas springs) are widely used to either
partly or totally counterbalance engine compartment hoods,
trunk lids, rear windows and tailgates of vehicles to facilitate
opening them and to hold them open. The force outputs of gas
springs may vary considerably with changes in ambient tem-
perature. That is, at low ambient temperatures a gas spring
produces a force that can be significantly lower than the force
produced at higher ambient temperatures. To offset this effect
a temperature compensating valve (TCV) assembly is
assembled into pneumatic lift strut bodies. The TCV assem-
bly separates the gas chamber of the gas spring into two
separate pressure chambers. When the valve is closed (for
example at temperatures above 4 degrees C.) the gas spring
functions using a main pressure chamber acting on a piston
and rod assembly. At lower ambient temperatures (for
example at temperatures below 4 degrees C.) the valve opens,
allowing the gas spring to operate and provide an output, or
lift force on the piston and rod assembly, based on the volume
of gas in the main pressure chamber and an additional vol-
ume. The additional volume is contained in a secondary pres-
sure chamber.

In some cases, such as following damage to the vehicle
following a crash, gas in the main pressure chamber may
escape from the pneumatic lift strut due to leakage at a lift rod
seal. In cases in which the pneumatic lift strut temperatures
are elevated the gas pressure in the secondary pressure cham-
ber may overcome the retention forces holding the TCV
assembly in place in the pneumatic lift strut body causing it to
dislodge from its seated position. The movement of the TCV
assembly may be rapidly arrested at an end of the pneumatic
lift strut body resulting in damage to the piston and rod
assembly, such as separation of the components from one
another.

SUMMARY

In an exemplary embodiment a pneumatic spring strut
assembly comprises a cylinder having a wall defining an
interior volume comprising a working end and a boosting
chamber adjacent to the working end; the working end includ-
ing a first volume of gas and the boosting chamber including
a second volume of gas. A piston assembly is disposed for
reciprocation in the working end of the interior volume. A
piston rod having a proximal end is secured to the piston and
a distal end projects out of a first end of the cylinder. A
temperature control valve assembly is disposed in the interior
volume separating the working end from the boosting cham-
ber and a shock absorbing assembly is disposed in the interior
volume between the piston assembly and the first end of the
cylinder, and is compressible by the piston assembly when the
temperature control valve is dislodged by pressure in the
boosting chamber thereby driving the piston assembly into
the shock absorbing member.

In another exemplary embodiment an openable vehicle
panel comprises a cylinder having a wall defining an interior
volume comprising a working end and a boosting chamber
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adjacent to the working end; the working end including a first
volume of gas and the boosting chamber including a second
volume of gas. A piston assembly is disposed for reciproca-
tion in the working end of the interior volume. A piston rod
having a proximal end is secured to the piston and a distal end
projects out of a first end of the cylinder. A temperature
control valve assembly is disposed in the interior volume
separating the working end from the boosting chamber and a
shock absorbing assembly is disposed in the interior volume
between the piston assembly and the first end of the cylinder,
and is compressible by the piston assembly when the tem-
perature control valve is dislodged by pressure in the boosting
chamber thereby driving the piston assembly into the shock
absorbing member.

The above features and advantages, and other features and
advantages of the invention, are readily apparent from the
following detailed description of the invention when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features, advantages and details appear, by way of
example only, in the following detailed description of
embodiments, the detailed description referring to the draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a sectional, plan view of a pneumatic spring strut
embodying features of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional, plan view of the pneumatic spring
strut of FIG. 1 in another mode of operation;

FIG. 3 is a sectional, plan view of another embodiment of
apneumatic spring strut embodying features of the invention;
and

FIG. 4 is a partial schematic view of a vehicle having an
openable panel assembly embodying features of the inven-
tion.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, its appli-
cation or uses. It should be understood that throughout the
drawings, corresponding reference numerals indicate like or
corresponding parts and features. As used herein, the term
vehicle is not limited to just an automobile, truck, van or sport
utility vehicle, but includes any self-propelled or towed con-
veyance suitable for transporting a burden. The embodiments
shown are applicable to vehicle components, but the system
disclosed herein may be used in any suitable applications in
which a pneumatic spring strut has application (ex. transpor-
tation, energy and aerospace applications, home appliance,
home and particularly including many other types of vehicu-
lar components and applications).

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 4, in an exemplary embodi-
ment, a pneumatic spring strut assembly 10, for use in assist-
ing with opening and maintaining open a vehicle panel
assembly 12 of a vehicle 14, has a cylinder 20 having a
cylinder wall 18 defining an interior volume 25 and whose
length is determined by the type of equipment with which the
spring strut assembly 10 is to be used. A piston assembly 22
is disposed in the cylinder 20 for reciprocation at a first
working end 24. The first working end 24 is separated by the
piston assembly 22 into two compartments 26 and 28 which
are filled with a first volume of gas (e.g., air, nitrogen or some
other inert gas) under pressure. The piston assembly 22 may
include a free-fitting piston 30, a piston ring 32 and a piston
rod 34 secured at a first, proximal end 36 to the piston 30 by
swaging over or riveting the end at 38.
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The piston shaft 34 projects out through a first end 40 of
cylinder 20; the second end 42 of which s closed. The second,
distal end 44 of shaft 34 has a first, connector link 46 rigidly
secured thereto and a second, connector link 48 is fixed to the
second end 42 of the cylinder 20. Within the cylinder 20 the
piston shaft 34 passes through a large seal 50, a guide package
52 and a shock absorbing assembly 54 which are disposed
between the first end 40 of the cylinder and the piston assem-
bly 22. The first end 40 of the cylinder 20 is crimped about the
seal 50 and internal gas pressure helps to maintain the seal in
position.

A temperature control valve “TCV” assembly 56 separates
the first. Working end 24 of the cylinder 20 within which the
piston assembly 22 reciprocates, from an adjacent boosting
chamber 58 containing an additional volume of gas under
pressure. The TCV assembly 56 comprises a partition wall
bushing unit 60 which is fixed in a predetermined location
inside of the cylinder 20 to define the aforementioned boost-
ing chamber 58. The partition wall bushing unit, or bushing
valve 60 comprises a valve member such as a bimetallic
spring member 62 and valve seat 64. In the open position (not
shown), such as when ambient temperatures decrease, the
bimetallic spring member 62 bends away from, and disen-
gages from the valve seat 64 providing an opening to the
hollow tube portion 66 which leads to compartment 28 of the
first end 24 of the cylinder 20.

The TCV assembly 56 is assembled into the cylinder 20.
The partition wall bushing unit 60 comprises a seat 68 extend-
ing about the circumference of the outer wall 70 in which an
O-ring 72 is located. The O-ring forms a seal with the interior
74 of the cylinder 20. The cylinder 20 may have a tube groove
76 formed therein; typically following the insertion of the
TCV assembly 56 into the cylinder. The tube groove 76
interfaces with a circumferentially extending retention notch
78 in the outer wall 70 and operate to maintain the TCV
assembly 56 in place in the cylinder 20 and to form a seal with
the interior 74 thereof. In another embodiment (not shown)
the TCV assembly 56 may be press fit into the cylinder 20.

Should the first end 24 of cylinder 20 be evacuated of
pressurized gas due to a leakage of seal 50, or other leakage
event, the pressure in the boosting chamber 58 may, under
some circumstances rise to a level that can overcome the
retaining forces imparted on the partition wall bushing unit 60
of the TCV assembly 56 by the tube groove 76. In such an
instance the TCV assembly 56 may become dislodged and
drive the piston assembly 22 towards the first end 40 of the
cylinder 20. In an embodiment, the shock absorbing assembly
54 comprises a compressible member such as helical spring
member 80 seated between the piston assembly 22 and the
first end 40 of the cylinder 20. An optional bumper 82 may be
seated on the helical spring member to define an impact
surface for the piston assembly 22. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
When the TCV assembly 56 is dislodged by pressure in
boosting chamber 58 it may act on the piston assembly 22 and
move it in the direction of the first end 40 of the cylinder 20.
Upon reaching the first end 40 of the cylinder 20 the piston
assembly 22 impacts the shock absorbing assembly 54 caus-
ing the spring member 80 to compress. The compression of
the spring member 80 of the shock absorbing assembly 54
decelerates the piston assembly 22 and eliminates an abrupt
stop that would otherwise occur upon reaching the first end 40
of the cylinder 20 and possible detachment of the piston rod
34 from the piston assembly 22.

In another embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the shock
absorbing assembly 54 comprises an energy absorbing mem-
ber 84 such as a compressible bushing member seated
between the piston assembly 22 and the first end 40 of the
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cylinder 20. The energy absorbing member 84 may be con-
structed of any suitable material such as rubber, polymer
foam, metal foam, flexible composite, super folding element,
lattice and strut structure, hybrid sandwich composite struc-
ture or other suitable energy absorbing material suitable for
the particular application, and is compressible by the piston
assembly 22 as it reaches the first end 40 of the cylinder 20
and impacts the shock absorbing assembly 54. The compres-
sion of the energy absorbing member 84 of the shock absorb-
ing assembly 54 decelerates the piston assembly 22 and
eliminates an abrupt stop that would otherwise occur upon
reaching the first end 40 of the cylinder 20 and possible
detachment of the piston rod 34 from the piston assembly 22
by shearing of the swage or rivet at end 38.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation of
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiments
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the application.

What is claimed is:

1. A pneumatic spring strut assembly comprising:

a cylinder having a wall defining an interior volume com-
prising a working end and a boosting chamber adjacent
to the working end, the working end including a first
volume of gas and the boosting chamber including a
second volume of gas;

a piston assembly disposed for reciprocation in the work-
ing end of the interior volume, a piston rod having a
proximal end secured to the piston and a distal end
projecting out of a first end of the cylinder;

a temperature control valve assembly disposed in the inte-
rior volume separating the working end from the boost-
ing chamber; and

a shock absorbing assembly, disposed in the interior vol-
ume between the piston assembly and the first end of the
cylinder, and compressible by the piston assembly when
the temperature control valve is dislodged by pressure in
the boosting chamber thereby driving the piston assem-
bly into the shock absorbing member.

2. The pneumatic spring strut assembly of claim 1, wherein
the shock absorbing assembly further comprises a helical
spring member.

3. The pneumatic spring strut assembly of claim 2, wherein
the shock absorbing assembly further comprises a bumper
seated on the helical spring member to define an impact
surface for the piston assembly.

4. The pneumatic spring strut assembly of claim 2, wherein
the piston rod is secured at a first end to the piston by one of
swaging over or riveting at the end.

5. The pneumatic spring strut assembly of claim 1, wherein
the shock absorbing assembly further comprises an energy
absorbing member.

6. The pneumatic spring strut assembly of claim 5, wherein
the flexible the energy absorbing member comprises one of
rubber, polymer foam, metal foam, flexible composite, super
folding element, lattice and strut structure, hybrid sandwich
composite structure.

7. The pneumatic spring strut assembly of claim 5, wherein
the piston rod is secured at a first end to the piston by one of
swaging over or riveting at the end.
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8. An openable vehicle panel assembly having a pneumatic

spring strut assembly comprising:

a cylinder having a wall defining an interior volume com-
prising a working end and a boosting chamber adjacent
to the working end, the working end including a first
volume of gas and the boosting chamber including a
second volume of gas;

a piston assembly disposed for reciprocation in the work-
ing end of the interior volume, a piston rod having a
proximal end secured to the piston and a distal end
projecting out of a first end of the cylinder;

atemperature control valve assembly disposed in the inte-
rior volume separating the working end from the boost-
ing chamber; and

a shock absorbing assembly, disposed in the interior vol-
ume between the piston assembly and the first end of the
cylinder, and compressible by the piston assembly when
the temperature control valve is dislodged by pressure in
the boosting chamber thereby driving the piston assem-
bly into the shock absorbing member.

9. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 8,

wherein the shock absorbing assembly further comprises a
helical spring member.
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10. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 9,
wherein the shock absorbing assembly further comprises a
bumper seated on the helical spring member to define an
impact surface for the piston assembly.

11. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 9,
wherein the piston rod is secured at a first end to the piston by
one of swaging over or riveting at the end.

12. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 8,
wherein the shock absorbing assembly further comprises an
energy absorbing member.

13. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 12,
wherein the flexible the energy absorbing member comprises
one of rubber, polymer foam, metal foam, flexible composite,
super folding element, lattice and strut structure, hybrid sand-
wich composite structure.

14. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 12,
wherein the piston rod is secured at a first end to the piston by
one of swaging over or riveting at the end.

15. The openable vehicle panel assembly of claim 12,
wherein the energy absorbing member comprises a com-
pressible bushing member.
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